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Current research:

I am currently running an NWO-Vici programme on 'Metaphor in discourse'. We are looking at the linguistic forms,
conceptual structures and communicative functions of metaphor in four types of language use in English: fiction,
journalism, academic texts, and conversations.
A parallel project is running as part of the VU-Ster scheme for metaphor in Dutch journalism and conversations (see Tryntje
Pasma). And a related project will soon start on the analysis of visual metaphor in cartoons, advertisements, and so on.
Our work is mostly corpus-linguistic, involving the analysis and annotation of substantial sets of language materials, but
we are collaborating with Dedre Gentner and Brian Bowdle in the US to do experimental work.
One important aspect of our work has been the development of a reliable method of metaphor identification in natural
language use.
The findings of this research contribute to a more encompassing theory of metaphor, about which I have published a
monograph in 2007, of which a paperback edition will come out two days before the CAMeRA meeting.

Personal notes:

My work on metaphor is part of my more encompassing interest in register, style, and rhetoric, which in turn are part of the
development of a multidimensional model for genres of discourse. These interests are not just focused on the forms of
language, as in traditional linguistics, but also on their cognitive representation and their communicative function, use, and
effects.
My main interest in our CAMeRA meeting is to get people together from all four CAMeRA faculties who would like to take
part in a new multi-disciplinary Special Interest Group in genre studies that should be broad enough to include genre
aspects of knowledge representation and communication patterns in a cognitive and social-scientific manner. The
computational modeling of specific genres should also be part of this new forum. I have a poster which will give more
details about this idea
I will leave a detailed presentation of the metaphor stuff for another occasion, but if you want to talk about metaphor,
you're of course more than welcome, too.
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