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Current research:

Most of my research is centered around a problem in many institutes: data is locked up in information "silos": different
applications that do not talk to each other. So for example, an art museum might have multimedia annotations about their
paintings in one application, and information about the books in their library about the same paintings in another, while
information about the artists who made the paintings is stored in a third application. Typically, none of these systems
communicate, so it is not possible to search in all systems at once, or use information from one system to search in another.
Technically, it is now possible to break these silos open and export your valuable data in a format that many applications
can read and understand. Is it also possible to (semi)automatically find meaningful relations between different data
collections. But than what? How do we build user interfaces that can meaningfully present information from all these
different applications? How can we interact with and use the meaningful relationships among the different pieces of data?
These are all research questions I'm interested in.
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Jacco van Ossenbruggen is a senior researcher with the Semantic Media Interfaces group at the Centrum voor Wiskunde
en Informatica (CWI) in Amsterdam, and affiliated as an assistant professor with the Intelligent systems and services
research group at VU University in Amsterdam. His research interests include semantic web interfaces (working with Alia
Amin and Michiel Hildebrand on interfaces such as /facet), multimedia on the Semantic Web (SMIL) and the automatic
generation of user-tailored hypermedia presentations (Cuypers). Jacco is currently active in the MultimediaN E-Culture
project and the K-Space European Network of Excellence. Jacco obtained a PhD in computer science from VU University
Amsterdam in 2001.
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