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Current research:

In search for the referent: anaphor resolution in linear text and hypertext
The interpretation of natural discourse is a complex dynamic process that evolves in time with amazing speed and
efficiency. It crucially depends on context coherence, as well as on cognitive functions such as working memory capacity of
the reader. This project focuses on the resolution of anaphoric expressions (i.e. anaphoric noun phrases such as the book,
the purchase) in linear text and hypertext. In a line of eye tracking studies four discourse constructional factors will be
manipulated : the presence of multiple possible referents in the discourse, the distance between the anaphoric expression
and the referents, the amount of elaboration of possible referents, and the form of the elaboration. Furthermore, the
possible influence of individual differences in working memory capacity on anaphor resolution will be addressed by
comparing differences in eye movement patterns of readers with high and low verbal working memory span. The outcome
of these studies will provide new information on the influence of discourse constructional factors in the comprehension of
linear and non-linear discourse, which in turn may lead to new guidelines for the construction of hypertext.

Personal notes:

Research interests and ongoing research:
*The time-course and nature of processes involved in language comprehension and production
--using experimental methods such as ratings and judgements, reading time and reaction time, eye-movements,
sentence completion, event related brain
potentials (ERPs)
--combining information from written and spoken corpora with experimental research
*The mental representation of discourse and how it is influenced by discourse genre and text type such as hypertext
*Prosody and information structure
*Language and cognition:
--the role of general cognitive control in language comprehension
--language comprehension and individual differences (i.e. working memory capacity, prior knowledge)
*Speech- and language pathology
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